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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 4 starting 
on line 1 "said step of generalizing" should be changed to -a step of generalizing-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Barrett etal. (US 6.005,597). 

In regards to claim 1, Barrett discloses a method of modifying a first user's user 
profile for a data-class (TV program) recommender (col. 4, lines 11-13), comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving feedback from a first user scoring examples falling into various data- 
classes (col. 3, lines 55-64; col. 7, lines 53-58; col. 5 lines 42-54; in which a viewer's 
feedback (voting) scores program selection examples/samples of various topics and 
shows); 
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refining (updating) said first user's user profile responsively to a said feedback 
(col. 5, lines 42-46); 

selectively modifying said first user's user profile responsively to data from a 
second user's user profile such that said first user's user profile is made more similar to 
said second user's user profile (col. 8, lines 45-55; in which preference information from 
a second user's profile is added to a first user's profile which is missing the selected 
information, effectively making them more similar). 

In regards to claim 2, Barrett discloses the step of selectively modifying includes 
receiving a command from said first user (col. 7, lines 16-34). 

In regards to claim 3, the limitation "first and second user's user profiles each 
include a generalized target description defining a broadest description of favored data- 
classes" is disclosed by Barrett whereby viewer profiles include preferences for the 
broadest descriptions (e.g., topics, keywords, titte, etc.) of programs they are interested 
in/favor (fig. 4). As to the further limitation "step of modifying includes replacing said 
generalized description of said first user's user profile with said generalized description 
of said second user's user profile" reads on Barrett's updating of a viewer's preference 
information with information from another viewer's profile (col. 8, lines 45-55). 

In regards to claim 4, the limitation "step of generalizing includes modifying said 
first user's user profile by substituting at least a union of specialized descriptions of said 



Application/Control Number: 09/966,403 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2611 

first user's user profile and said second user's user profile for said specialized 
description of said first user's user profile" reads on Barrett's obtaining collaborative 
preference information/template from a viewer's profile and assimilating it into another 
viewer's profile (col. 8, lines 45-62). As to the term "union", it reads on Barrett's 
collaborative information that is a "composite" of viewer profiles, i.e., a union of more 
than one profile and the collaborative information is added to a first user's profile (col. 9, 
lines 8-17). 

In regards to claim 5, Barrett discloses a method of modifying an implicit-type first 
user profile for a data-class (TV program) recommender that is generated based on 
feedback regarding particular data-class choices (col. 4, lines 11-13), comprising the 
steps of: 

labeling features (preferred show titles/topics, inter alia) of a second user profile 
based on categories of criteria (viewer interest or disinterest), said second user profile 
being an implicit profile generated by providing feedback on individual selections (col. 6, 
line 49-col. 7, line 40; fig. 7; col. 5, lines 30-38; col. 8, lines 56-67; in which Barrett's 
system dynamically updates show and topic preferences of viewer profiles by 
monitoring viewing habits and choices/votes and/or inferring preferences from similar 
profiles); 

displaying labels resulting from said step of labeling (col. 4, lines 11-13; fig. 9, 
item 950); 
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selecting at least one of said labels (col. 7, line 5-34; in which Barrett's systenn 
selects a label to increment in the viewer's profile e.g. the viewer watches a show with a 
particular topic and that topic is incremented in the viewer's profile); 

modifying said first user profile responsively to portions of said second user 
profile corresponding to said at least one of said labels (col. 8, lines 45-55; in which a 
specific topic in a user's profile is used to augment the same specific topic in a different 
user's profile, e.g., a user is missing profile information for a show and a similar profile 
of a different user is used to supply the missing information for the first user). 

In regards to claim 6, the limitation "step of labeling includes identifying first data 
descriptors that appear in combination with multiple other second data descriptors" 
reads on Barrett's system identifying descriptors, i.e., channel, topic, title, and time 
descriptors etc., that appear in combination with other descriptors, e.g., standard 
schedule information, keywords, viewer preferences, etc. (col. 6, line 54-61; fig. 1; fig. 
4). The further limitation, "and labeling with a label corresponding to said first data 
descriptors" reads on Barrett's system tabulating/labeling preferences according to 
show title or topic as in fig. 4. 

In regards to claim 7, the limitation "step of labeling includes identifying first data 
descriptors in a feature-value-score database for which high scores exist" reads on 
Barrett's system identifying shows, i.e., titles, with high topic/keyword scores from a 
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stored list of shows (created similar to the "feature-value-score" process of calculating 
viewer preferences as disclosed, fig. 8) (fig. 10, col. 10 lines 30-43). 

In regards to claim 8, Barrett discloses a method of modifying an implicit-type first 
user profile (col. 6, line 49-col. 7, line 40), comprising the steps of: 

combining features of said first user profile with features of a second user profile 
to make said first user profile more like said second user profile (col. 3 line 65-col. 4, 
line 4; in which a second user's profile features (not included in the first user's profile) 
are added to the features of a first users profile making them more similar); 

said step of combining including at least one of replacing a first profile 
generalized description with a second profile generalized description (col. 5, lines 50-67; 
in which Barrett's system replaces an insufficiently described new viewer's profile with a 
better described generalized profile/template), adding at least a portion of a second 
profile specialized description to a first profile specialized description (col. 8, lines 45-61, 
in which Barrett's system augments a first user's profile by adding a specific portion, i.e., 
a specific topic missing from the first user's profile, to the first user's profile obtained 
from another user's profile which contains the specific topic), and modifying scores of a 
first profile feature-value-score database responsively to scores of a second profile 
feature-value-score database (col. 8, lines 45-52; fig. 9, items 930 and 940; col. 7, lines 
53-55; col. 4, lines 43-44; in which Barrett's system adds preference information 
(including topic/show votes, i.e., features and values, used to obtain scores) to a first 
user's profile from a second user's profile which effectively modifies the first user's 
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scoring information stored in the user's profile database (electronic apparatus) as 
disclosed). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clyde H. Jones III whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5946. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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